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Election ‘Arrangement” in Vgem@% |

Was Disclosed a Decade Age S

: hle the classic battle for Ameri- tors of Central Intelligence ‘Agency! J CPYRGHT
o S know what their government operatives functioning undet the divec-
chns 0 .tlon of Jehn Foster Dulles’ brother

i

. < i god—the gov-
s doing Wa%}?m?\i\ya{;gg; Timegs-— Allen. {So did Burma.) , . .» -
,ernment V. crtment sought to stop - Again, Snow writes: “After United
the Just.lce‘ Dfepa Post fror: printing States intervention in South Vietnam
e Washmgtonh% i\‘ent on in Viet- and repudiation of the clection agree-.
s repor's O‘nhw }éi*enhowcr years. ment in 1956, the international com=
harm _durm:g t 'ecésb“e echoes. Read, mission (Poland, Canada, India) dis-
1 f The P;* 1pel(-) Ed:rar Snow’s “The solved itself in disgust.” T
2O 'GM}_ » f} Ri?ver " p‘ﬁblishod 10 . Pentagon papers seem to confirm®
| Chex Side ot & X ha t,c-‘r seven, “War Snow’s decade-old views, for which.
- (y_ears g0 Snow's ehapter sever, T2 he was roundly criticized at the time,
Eisenhower wag candid enough to
~concede that the North would have
won the election at that time. Ra-
tionale was that we were _battling.
spreading communism, SRR

a

©  Time has shown that far too many '
political-diplomatic decisions in the’
embroyonic days of the war were not
what the public assumed them to be,
based on official policy statements.
That’s what the 'furo_re is about now,
though it's puzzling to understand the
Nixon administration’s edgy concern
about ‘the disclosures from official
sources. Our hope is that this dose
of unvarnished truth will do some::

“and Peace.in Vietnam,” recounts the
+ break-up of ‘the Geneva conference,
'State Secretary John Foster Dulles’
‘rush off to Saigon to arrange for the
regime of Ngo Dinh Diem, and subse-
quent “postponement of the elec-
tions.” N .
A part of the cease-fire teyms, end-
ing the French yule in Vietnam, was
. an exchange of residents under super-
vislon and free elections, The charge’
| .Was made at the time, probably with
| a_good deal of truth, that the north
. sent thousands of people ,southward
to ‘stack the elections. At -any rate,’
Snow wrote: “It shortly became ap-
parent that the clectoral arrangements
were to ‘be sabotaged, however, by a
de facto United States- military alli-
| ance with Ngo Dinh Diem, an ex-

royalist violently opposed to unifica'-f

¢ation with the D.R.V. (Democratic

Republic of Vietnam). , . ,

T

£ *Using SEATO as a facade (but'
without any authorization from other’
members to do so) Mr. Dulles’ envoys
urged military assistance on both Cam-,
.[Podia and Laos. Prince Sihanouk of
Cambodia quickly halted the infiltra-+
tion and reasserted his complete neay-’
[frality, after he discovered the inten-
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